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Section 1: Introduction 
 

Technical Report No. 6 was prepared in support of the MOBILITY 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan 

(LRTP) to identify, evaluate, and address socio-cultural effects and environmental justice (EJ). Compliance 

with EJ is required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and reinforced by the Executive Order on 

Environmental Justice, #12898 (February 11, 1994). 

EJ prohibits discrimination based on race, color, and national origin and requires the inclusion of minority 

and low-income populations in the planning process to ensure that the following three major components 

are addressed: 

¶ Avoid, minimize, or mitigate disproportionately high and adverse human health and environmental 

impacts, including social and economic effects, on minority and low-income populations. 

¶ Ensure the participation of the traditionally under-served and under-represented segments of the 

population in the transportation plan development process. 

¶ Prevent the denial of, reduction in, or significant delay in the receipt of benefits by minority and 

low-income populations. 

The MOBILITY 2040 LRTP development process included efforts to assess county-wide performance with 

regard to socio-cultural effects and EJ. The potential positive and adverse impacts of proposed 

transportation projects were considered for transportation projects identified in MOBILITY 2040. Efforts in 

this update focused on impacted areas with a high concentration of minority, low-income, and other 

traditionally under-served and under-represented populations. 

Overview of Report 

This report is organized into three sections, including this Introduction.  

Section 2 presents the Socio-Cultural and Environmental Justice Profile for Pasco County. A county-wide 

profile for selected demographics was compiled to serve as a starting point for understanding socio-cultural 

effects and EJ. The section also identifies EJ areas (high concentrations of minority and/or low-income 

populations) and an inventory of community facilities in Pasco County, including parks and recreation 

facilities, libraries, schools, hospitals, and cultural and older adult facilities. In addition, various law 

enforcement agency and fire station locations were identified. This information is presented in a series of 

maps and tables.  
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Section 3 summarizes the Public Involvement activities undertaken as part of MOBILITY 2040 and the socio-

cultural/environmental justice assessment. In particular, two discussion group workshops were facilitated to 

focus on obtaining input from representatives of various agencies that, in turn, represent under-served and 

under-represented citizens of Pasco County (especially minority, low-income, and older adult populations). 

The public involvement process is summarized, along with the specific citizen input received throughout the 

MOBILITY 2040 plan development process.  
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Section 2: Social-Cultural and Environmental Justice Profile 
 

The social-cultural and environmental justice profile for the MOBILITY 2040 LRTP is a compilation of 

demographic data related to traditionally under-represented or under-served (minority and low-income) 

populations and an inventory of community facilities in Pasco County.  

County-wide Demographic Profile 

Minority Population 

Table 2-1 shows the percent of the Hispanic or Latino and Black or African-American populations in Pasco 

County for 2000 and 2013. The Hispanic or Latino population increased from 5.7 percent to 13.0 percent, an 

increase of approximately 128 percent. The Black or African-American population increased from 2.1 

percent to 5.3 percent, an increase of roughly 152 percent.  

Table 2-1 

Racial Distribution, Pasco County, 2000 and 2013 

Racial or Ethnic Group 2000 2013 % Change 

Hispanic or Latino 5.7% 13.0% 128% 

Black or African-American 2.1% 5.3% 152% 
Source: American Community Survey, 2013 and 2000 Census 

 

Age Distribution  

Table 2-2 presents the age breakdown for Pasco County and Florida. The age distribution in Pasco County is 

somewhat similar to Florida as a whole. However, Pasco County does have a slightly higher percentage of 

population age 65 and over than the statewide average (22.1% vs. 18.6%). 

Table 2-2 

Age Distribution, Pasco County and Florida, 2013 

Age Category Pasco County Florida 

Under 15 yrs 16.9% 17.0% 

15ς44 yrs 33.8% 37.6% 

45ς64 yrs 27.2% 26.8% 

65 yrs and over 22.1% 18.6% 
Source: American Community Survey, 2013 
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Persons Below Poverty Level 

Figure 2-1 illustrates the historical percentage of persons below the poverty level in Pasco County. From 

2007 to 2013, the percentage of persons below the poverty level in Pasco County has increased since 2007, 

peaking at 15.7 percent in 2011, then falling to 13.1 percent in 2013. 

Figure 2-1 

Persons Below Poverty Level in Pasco County, 2007ς2013 

                 Source: American Community Survey 1-Year Estimate (2007ς2013) 

  

Community-level Socio-cultural & Environmental Justice Profile 

The community-level social-cultural and environmental justice profile includes a presentation of maps and 

tables to reflect the under-represented or under-served populations in Pasco County. The data collection 

methodology is summarized below, followed by a series of maps and tables.  

Data Collection 

As summarized below, two sources of data were used in the development of environmental justice profiles 

for MOBILITY 2040. 

U.S. Census 2010 Dataset 

The U.S. Census is compiled every 10 years, assembling demographic information for every person in the 

United States. Consequently, the decennial census dataset provides the demographic data with the highest 

degree of data accuracy and is the ideal data source. Data are organized geographically in standard census 

άōƭƻŎƪǎ,έ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǎǘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǳƴƛǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŀǇ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜs. Data from the most recent 

census in 2010 were used.  
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2007ς2011 Five-Year American Community Survey Dataset 

The American Community Survey (ACS) is administered every year, compiling demographic information from 

a sampling that is extrapolated to the total population. ACS data are available over one-, three-, or five-year 

increments and are ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ άōƭƻŎƪ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦέ The ACS data are available in five-

year increments, and the dataset used in this analysis is the 2007ς2011 five-year dataset. 

As indicated previously, EJ areas refer to the areas in the Pasco County with high concentrations of minority 

and low-income populations. Ideally, minority and low-income information should be compiled from the 

U.S. Census 2010 dataset. Although minority population information was available in the U.S. Census 2010 

dataset at the time of this analysis, low-income information was not. Consequently, low-income information 

from the 2007ς2011 ACS dataset was used to support the EJ profile.  

Socio-Cultural & Environment Justice Profile Summary 

A series of maps was prepared to present the social-cultural and environmental justice profile. These maps 

include a low-income household map by census block group, a minority population map by census block, 

environmental justice areas by traffic analysis zone (TAZ), and a community facility map.  

¶ Map 2-1 illustrates the low-income households within Pasco County using the 2007ς2011 five-year 

ACS dataset. All block groups that had 25 percent or more of households with poverty status are 

highlighted. Of these block groups, any single block group that had more than 150 households with 

poverty status was included. To account for smaller population areas, the block groups with 25 

percent or more low-income households were further evaluated to include contiguous areas. To do 

this, any set of block groups with 25 percent or more low-income households that were adjacent to 

each other and also added up to at least 150 households were highlighted for the analysis.  

¶ Map 2-2 illustrates the minority populations within Pasco County using the 2010 Census data. The 

minority population is defined as total population minus the non-Hispanic White population. All 

blocks that had 25 percent or more minority population are highlighted. Of these blocks, any single 

block that had 150 or more minorities was included. Again, to account for smaller population areas, 

the blocks with 25 percent or more minorities were further evaluated to include contiguous areas. 

To do this, any set of blocks with 25 percent or more minorities that were adjacent to each other 

and also added up to at least 150 households were highlighted and included in the analysis. 

¶ Map 2-3 shows the combination of low-income and minority areas by TAZ. Maps 2-1 and 2-2 are 

overlaid with the TAZ boundaries and TAZs overlapping with low-income block groups, and minority 

blocks were flagged as poverty zones, minority zones, or both.  

¶ Map 2-4 shows the final EJ areas and non-environmental areas by TAZ. 

¶ Map 2-5 illustrates the inventory of community facilities within Pasco County to reflect the social-

cultural profile, including police stations, libraries, schools, hospitals, and clinics. Data for this map 

were obtained from the Florida Geographic Data Library.  
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